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____________________________________________________________________

Dear Member,

It is an honour and privilege to have been elected as your president.  My first game for the club was in 1956 and it was a great introduction to club rugby and the opponents were Larne 3rds.
Over the years the club has gone from strength to strength, the first club house was built in 1937 and was replaced in 1960 with two “prefabs” and then evolved into our state of the art facilities of which we are now so proud.
None of this could have been achieved without great efforts of our management committee and members and of course the generous donation from the late Tom Simms.  The last two years under the presidency of Gerry Simms has seen the Trust team carry out Tom’s wishes for the club to have facilities which would be the envy of any club in Northern Ireland, and this has been achieved.
Now we need to consolidate, the cost of running the club increases every year, on and off the pitch but with our senior vice president and treasurer, Bill Crymble, junior vice president Allan Davidson, management committee and sub committees in place I am confident for the future.
Last season on the field we had mixed fortunes, the first 1st XV started off winning their first four league games, but we had to wait until after Christmas to add more points.  The other senior teams secured their positions in their respective leagues.
The under 19s had a great season under Warren McClean ably supported by Michael Simms. They were beaten in the semi final of the Knutty Krust by a strong Malone team who had 3 Carrickfergus lads in the back line. They went on to win in the final at Cookstown and brought home the Plate.  The under 17s had a great season, but lack of numbers in that age group at times was a problem.  The under 15s went from strength to strength only losing one match to Virginia in the league decider but getting revenge at Ravenhill in the final of the Bryce Fleming Cup.

The under 13s had a good season winning again in Cookstown in the final of the Plate.  A big vote of thanks must go to all the coaches led by Mark Kidd, I have seen them in action during the season and they are a real credit to the club.  The 7s celebrated its 40th year and once again was a great success, unfortunately Jim Simms has decided to stand down as convenor but will continue as a member of the committee, thanks Jim for all your hard work.

To our new club captain Aaron McKinney, congratulations and best wishes to Warren McClean our club coach and his assistants John Anderson and Neil Hanna for the new season.

I wish everyone an enjoyable summer break and look forward to an exciting new season

John Strange

President, Carrickfergus Rugby Football Club

July 2012 
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